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The Comics Buyer's Guide re- 
cently polled comic book fans 
around the world about their fa- 
vorite books and writers. With 
more than 5900 respondents, it 
was the largest such survey in 
comic book history. The results 
were surprising. 
> Favorite cover: 
(New Teen Titans* #1) 

> Favorite stories: 
(‘The Judas Contract” in 
Tales of The Teen Titans* 
#42-4, Annual #3 
“Who Is Donna Troy?” in 
The New Teen Titans #38 
“The Anatomy Lesson” in 
Swamp Thing* #21) 

> Favorite direct-only book: 
(The New Teen Titans) 

> Two of three favorite 

books: 

(The New Teen Titans and 
Swamp Thing) 
> Two of three favorite 
writers: 
(Alan Moore and 
Marv Wolfman) 
> Four of nine favorite 
characters: 
(Ambush Bug* Batman? 
Nightwing* and Swamp 
Thing) 

When informed of the results 
of the poll, DC Vice President- 
Executive Editor Dick Gior- 
dano said, “We're working to 
make our books the best. It’s 
gratifying to know the fans rec- 
ognize and appreciate that. 
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THANKS TO THESE 
NEW PORTABLE XO-ALAPTERS. 
SOLPIERS LIKE US. DON'T HAVE 
D WEAR THESE DISTASTEFUL 
HUMAN GUISES ANY LONGER 
THON MECESAAAY. 


JUST ONE MORE 
MONNENT... 


NEAT TO THAT aly 
EARTH-NONSTROSITY 7 


NOT TO WORRY. 
TER. WS, 


Ve ARE A COM- 
NON SIGHT ALL ALONG 


FOR WOW, 
HOWEVER, LET US 
FINISH PROPERLY PRE- 
PARING YOU FOR YOUR 

'5S1OK/ HERE 


el 
JUST LIKE 
Bree MONON WALTER 
HUMAN, 
NO OFFPESE 


INTEN 


V is a trademark of Warner Bros. Inc 
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Y Bonkers! Fruit Candy 
bonks you outof this world 
with a Robot-Watch. 


ers RODS t-Watch is two kinds of space-age 
wrist. it's a digitalwatch. Off the strap. it 
nto a robot. You can get it from Bonkers 
hat comes in four out-of-this- Beibicds= 
ret fialvat: grape, orange, and new watermelon 


Sostuonn Robot-Watch for$3.95 | 
and 3 (RomlkersZ labels. 


Please send me Bonkers! Robot-Watch, available from Bonkerst Fruit Candy. The watch shows the time 
and date and ts made of durable bive plastic with a black band. Here's $3.95 and the UPC symbol from 3 
Super Fruity Bonkers! labets. That's the part with the lines and numbers that looks iike this: 


oro | 
° see | 
SONKERS! ROBOT WATCH | 19022 
PO. Box 5988 
Wyoming, MN 55092 | 
All orders must be received by December 31, 1985. 
Void whore taxed oF prohibted. Otter good only in U.S. | 


Allow 6-8 weeks for 
The watch comes with a 1 year limited warranty. | 
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* Amazing day and night effects 
¢ Use separately or join to make one large scene 
*® Each measures 14” x 14 in size 
e Recharges over and over 
® Place in any room, turn out the lights 
and watch them Glow! 
PLUS FREE... with every poster offer AS 
you will receive one package of Neon Lace” the Pin 
rechargeable, Glow-in-the-Dark, shoe lace. 
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WRITE RIGHT NOW! exc acteriigiorecertatves, nc 


355 LEXINGTON AVE., NLY., N.Y. 10017 
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GOLDEN STATE COMICS 
Send 35 for comics selling list 
and FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary, San Diego, CA 92116 
Or visit our store 


HIGH SCHOOL 


H The tican School has been § 
helping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL, § 
AT HOME in sparetime, by correspon- 
g Gence for almost 60 years. DIPLOMA 
p AWARDED , . . seo if we can help you. 
3 American School, Dept. 20910 

g 850 East 50th St Chicago, IL 60637 
———————EE———————— EE 
; Addréss____ 
GC —————E—E 
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! Parking Tickets |Add $1.00 Post {Trap 

| HOW TO ORDER: Cut out ad Ciearly check off 
i 
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postage. You must add $1.00 postage and 
handling. beck guarantee. Free catalog 
Johnson Smith Co, Dept. 3307 ! 


Mt Clemens, Mich 48033. : 
See ae ee eae eee ee el 


items you want Smaliest order is 2 items plus { 


STAR ROCKS 


{/ REAL METEORS! From the moon of 

passing comets? Studied by NASA. Struck 
earth ot 25,000 mph over 750,000 years 
ago, AWESOME! Fact book. authentici 


COMIC 
BOOKS 


250,000 In stock, c: lote Marvel & DC 


g Phone _________ 
mae NO FINANCE CHARGES oem 


Groups trom 1935-1983, Also T.V, Guides, ‘Aca cortical and viewin case inch 
James Bond, UN.C.L.E, Doc Savage, Meteor or 1. jor 2. (we pay 
Mags, Dark ‘Shadows, T.V. Avengers, v3 Weng shipping) 3 MIL COMIC BAGS 
Disney, Movie items, atc, From 1900-1964. {B¥EK) How World Expresslons.16 Miratloros Ave. $5.25 per 100 bags Ze 
| We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 #5, San Ratael, CA 94901-3668 Include 25¢ for Catalog 
HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY EMPIRE COMICS 
P.O. Box 126, Rosedalo, QNS., N.Y. 11422 ATTENTION VIRGINIA 572 Stone Road, Flochestor, N.Y. 14616 
i you are traveling ies lag = FREEl AUTO RACING CATALOG. Racing F 
Come See US Bi Jackets, T-Shirts & Caps, Posters, Sew- p 
SHFR = chauffeur 27272 DAVE'S COMICS g Ons, Decals, Books - EARN FREE GIFTS! 
lai 45000 words by sqund: I: ydu Gan sey f. VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER Epi SEND 4 22¢ STAMPS FOR POSTAGE » 
you can look it up. Send $5 45 (check oc money 7019E THREE CHOPT ROAD RACING 2407 Hanneoin #202 Mole... MN $8404 
orden to Pot Light Bor 305A. Stone Min. GA RICHMOND, VA. 23226 
O86 Satistaction 6 quaranteed of your (804) 282-1211 Thousands of Marveis 4 OCs 
money back Allow three woeks for deliwery You won't be For catalog send 75¢ to: 7 
Sy CENTORCOMICS 


122 E. 42 St.eNew York, NY 10168 
A ereision ef Centormedss inc. 


ee hUN Ola LOLs | WHAT IS NINJA? 


Dad, Brother or Sister whenever you You can be told these caadly tech: 


Be the tot to have a 


want! Look at friends & laugh! Nobody niquas!!? Ultimate in Sett Oetense!! $1 Heed “ Nesey nee alg 
knows the secret but you! Rush $1.00 for more Cetaits. * instant sett defense }] black T. Y 

for your no noise hideaway secret system, $4.95 * Winks Combat 1} Youth: S 8-10, M 12-14, $7.95 
earplugs. Nobody will know! SSSSH- System, 38. Rana Throwing Siar 8 8 


16-7 
. : x lus $1.95 
Suite 458, 444 Hudson St., New York, EE sa Beata Ald Adult: S 34-36, M 38-40, plus $1 
30080. 


N.Y. 10014. 


Bill Cosby says: 
=a! “If youcant 
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L 42-44, XL 46-48 postage 
Also Official Comet Stickers 
that will brighten up your 
lunch pall, notebook, wall, mirror or 
enything. 5 tor $1.95 pilus 35¢ postage 

Send to: Screen Systems Oullot 

P. O. Box 2515 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

Allow 4+ 6 wks delivery. 


COMIC GRAB BAGS 
100 DIF. MARVEL - $26.00, 100 DIF. DC - 
$25.00, 100 DIF. MIXED PUBS. - $21.50, 
VG-MINT. INC. POSTAGE - WHOLESALE 
= CAT. $1.00, KEW RETAIL CAT.$1.50 
PASSAIC BOOK CTR 

594 MAIN AVE. - DEPT. Bi 


=28 send money.” azz 
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


| For advertising rates write 
5 Print Advertising Representatives, inc.. 


355 LEXINGTON AVE.. N.Y.. N.Y. 10017 


DC PUTS DOLLARS 
IN YOUR POCKET? 


To celebrate our golden SOth anniver- of the usual $9.00! That’s a savings of 
sary, we’re giving YOU a gift! Now $3.00—the same as getting 4 issues 
you can order any monthly 75¢ title © FREE! (Offer expires 10/31/85) 
listed below for ONLY $6.00 instead a 


' 
! 
i 
‘ 
i 
4 


Mark the box next to each title you wish to order: 


i 
[] ACTION COMICS [] HEX i 
(1) ALL-STAR SQUADRON [) STAR TREK ; 
{] BATMAN (]) SUPERMAN ey 
[] BATMAN AND THE OUTSIDERS ([] SWAMP THING : 
( BLUE DEVIL () GREEN LANTERN { 
[] DC COMICS PRESENTS C] TALES OF THE LEGION 
() DETECTIVE COMICS OF SUPER-HEROES i 
[) THE FURY OF FIRESTORM [] TALES OF THE TEEN TITANS | 
1) JUSTICE LEAGUE Ov i 
OF AMERICA []) WARLORD i 
My check or money order (in U.S. Funds) for $____ for title(s) is enclosed. Please add : 
$2.00 per title for books delivered outside the U.S.A. Please send books to: (Print legibly) i 
NAME: 
ACCOUNT #. 
(if current subscribers 
CITY ' 
STATE we URS ae : 
\ Make checks payable to DC Comics Inc. Mail this coupon (or a photocopy) to: DC Comics Subscriptions: ; 


\ Box 1308-F Dept. A-1/Fort Lee, NJ 07024. Please allow 10-12 weeks for delivery of your first issue. 
\ Offer expires October 31,1985. cen 
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MORMIMG OVER NEW YORK - 
AN? “THE RECORD APRIL SNOW- 
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~ ‘ — SS N = 


WLTEAING PEVICE-CNOY | 
FLAGED SECURELY NEXT TO {i 
THE SPIRE OF THE SHAE 


ONO METEQDROLOGSIF 
ARE ATA TOTAL £055 
TO EXPLAIN THE FREAK 
R77) WHICH 
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Dear V-People, 

| must say that V #6 was very well 
made. The art was excellent, the story 
was well-written, and the pages werein 
order. | can understand how it must be 
hard to keep up with the characters from 
the TV series. As a very big fan of the 
show, | have seen many characters bite 
the dust. But you guys are doing just 
fine. One comment, though: in the 
Istters page someone asked about the 
red dust. You replied that the red dust 
was active in the warmer climates. It is 
the other way around. Since the red dust 
is a bacteria, it thrives in colder climates, 
where it can survive. But in warmer 
climates, the red dust just dies. That, by 
the way, was taken from an episode of 
the series. 

Keep up the great work and! hopethe 
¥ comic goes on forever. 

Corey Miller 


9905 E. Woodruff Ave. 

Temple City, CA 91780 

We admit the goof. Thanks for correct- 

ing such an obvious mistake, Corey. 

We're puzzled, however, that you found 

the fact our pages were in order some- 

thing worth noting. Have we mixed 
pages up somewhere else? 


Dear L.A. Resistance, 

Well, after reading all six issues of V,! 
was completely delighted. The artwork 
is shockingly realistic. My favorite panel 
was page 11, panel 3. You couldn't have 
done better if you put a photograph of 
Marc Singer there. Everything else is 
just as wonderful. (There have been 
some minor errors, but they're so small, 
Il let them go.) 

Now for some questions: Since V is 
now # part of the DC Universe, will 
CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS have any 
effect on it? Is the TV series over? Aro 
you going to change the story to account 
for what happens at the end of the TV 
series? Did you follow what | just asked 
you? 

Troy Collins 
3702 Raymond 
Brookfield, iL. 60513 

Vis published by OC Comics, Troy, but 
not @ part of the DC Universe con- 
tinuity. Being a licensed property, we 
are not allowed to integrate the char- 
acters from this series with our other 
titles. The same goes for STAR TREK. 
Therefore, being a noncontinuity title, 
the answer to question one is no. (Also, 


those of you asking for a STAR TREK-V 
crossover can stop.) This is being 
written in mid-May and Blatt-Singer 
Productions has yet to be formally 
notified that the series is canceled 
Sure, it’s off the weekly schedule, but 
that does not rule out another mini- 
Series to wrap things up. And until we 
know if that will happen, we are setting 
our stories between the eighteenth and 
nineteenth episodes. Once we know 
which way NBC is going. we can adjust 
our story lines. As someone who asks a 
lot of questions myselt, yes, | followed 
everything you asked. 


Dear DC, 

I've just finished issue 6 of V and so 
far it’s your best yet! Lydia looked out- 
Standing and Donovan looked more like 
Marc Singer than he used to. Willie and 
Julie need just a little work. From what 
I've seen of the cover for issue #7, Julie 
won't need help for tong, but Willie isn’t 
much Iike Robert Englund. At least 
change his hairstyle. When | see it ! 
don't know whether to laugh or cry. 

Please watch what you're doing with 
Diana. Her most attractive quality is that 
no matter how cruel and ruthless she 
ects, she does it with elegance. What ! 
teally enjoyed in the mini-series was 
Diena’s charm and grace, in the weekly 
show they let that slide a little. Don’t 
make the same mistake. 

| am looking forwerd to lots of V 
stories in the future. You've been doing 
great so far, and it just gets better allthe 
time. Ever since the weekly show went 
off the air, I've been down-hearted, but 
you've lifted my spirits, 

} am @ member of the “Friends of the 
Visitors” fan club in Wichita, Kansas. 
This is only one of many V fan clubs. 
There is the “Visitor Legation” in 
Maryland, the “Preta-na-ma” club in 
Virginia, and the National V club in 
California. 

Alice J. Lin 
5202 E. Harry 
Wichita, KS 67218 


steer 


Dear Marv, 

| just finished reading the sixth issue 
and decided that it is about time | write. 
Several things have been bothering me 
since the first few issues. Firstly, as on 
page seven of V #6, the Mothership is 
shown orbiting the Earth in outer space. 


DC Comics Ine. 
666 Filth Avenue 
New York. NY 10103 


Jenette Kahn, President and Publisher 
Dick Giordano, Vice Pres. -Executive Editor 


Paul Lovitz, Executive Vice President 

Joe Orlando, Vice Pres.-Creative Director 
Ed Shukin, Vice Pres.-Circulation 

Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director 
Patrick Caidon, Controtier 


You have depicted this in several issues, 
when all the V fans know that the 
Motherships hover over their target 
cities. The only exception was when we 
temporarily chased them out to tho 
moon. 

Secondly, the Visitor weapons con- 
Stantly seem to be changing colors. in 
one frame they are blue; then they are 
red, yellow, or orange. The Visitor 
lasers, both in their handguns, sky- 
fighters, and Motherships, are blue. 

Lastly, none of the comic book char- 
acters look like the actors that por- 
trayed them on TV, with the exception of 
Hem, Lydia, and Willie. Diana, Julie. 
Donovan, Kyle, and Elizabeth are com- 
pletely off base. Sure, they are good 
looking. They just don't have the sctual 
good looks of the actors. 

Now don’t get me wrong, | DO enjoy 
your series. The stories and ertwork are 
Stupendous, | just happen to be V's 
biggest fan and want the comic to look 
authentic in every way. | hope it is 
around for quite a long time, especially 
since NBC has deprived us of the series. 
Once again, the network practice of 
hasty cancellation has destroyed a good 
show. | just hope we get a concluding 
mini-series out of all of this. In the 
meantime, the comic and the novels are 
the only way to keep V alive, so don't let 
us down. 

Patrick J. Gillease 
3 Red Oak Mill Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 

You're right. the Motherships should 
be seen orbiting their selected cities and 
not the entire world. Carmine hss 
always enjoyed the space scenes, but as 
of this issue we are more down-to- 
Earth. As for the weapons—all we can 
Say is that just as there are differing 
caliber pistols, there're different Visitor 
hendguns and they have distinctive 
colors. Bet you didn't know that, huh? 
We didn't either. The matter of the 
actors and the comic interpretations is 
one that gets thoroughly debated every 
month es the letters roll in. Some of you 
think we're doing fine, others disagree 
antiraly. Since Blatt-Singer approves 
the comic art, we must be pratty close to 
the mark. And then there's the matter of 
Faye Grent’s kind comments about her 
comic interpretation in a recent issue of 
Prevue which helps encourage us 


Dear Marv, 
i've just finished reading #6 for the 


third time and I still think it’s the best V 

out 80 far. Numbers 1-6 have all been 

first rate. Keep up the great work. If you 

do, you'll have one long-running comic. 

It was a good idea to kill off Billy in 

issue 3, because some of us can forget 
how cruel the Visitors really ere. 

Michael Kindness 

60 Dewey Street 

Chicopee, MA 01020 


Dear Editor, 

V #6 was great. Carmine Infantino’s 
art seems to be improving with every 
sssue. The story also seems to improve. 
Cary's really getting the hang of the 
characters, especially the Resistance. 
The part of the story revolving around 
the Visitor concentration camp, Camp 
Lakka, was well done but would have 
been better as a lead story. Perhaps in 
future issues you will do a story of this 


type. 

When you first announced your plans 
for writing V, you said you were going to 
introduce several new characters on 
both sides of the war, The few you have 
don’t seem very realistic, they're too 
plastic. You should introduce special 
Visitor troopers specialized at certain 
military ‘tasks of even specialized 
squads on both sides. 

Overall, this comic is one of the best. 
You show the power play between 
Diana and Lydia very well. Keep up the 
great work on the series. I can’t wait for 
the next issue. 

Matt Spatola 
4122 Millbrook Road 
Mt. Joy, PA 17552 

We are still planning on introducing 
long-term characters to both sides of the 
war, but our introductory stories took 
longer than anticipated and we wanted 
to get the focus clearly on the reguler 
characters first—witness issues seven 
end eight. And think about this: the 
Resistance is a specialized team of 
humans, trained in the ways of the 
enemy. We just spent the last two 
issues seeing how they were willing to 
set up a New York operation to help the 
fight on the East Coast. 


Dear Sirs, 
| have been following your monthly 
comic series on V and | must say that! 
am impressed! The art and the stories 
ate great. | can almost hear the cast 
speaking the dialogue. 
| am, however, a bit put off about one 
thing. Why not write Philip into a story 
as well as the Fifth Column? Martin may 
be dead, but his twin brother Philip leads 
the Fifth Column Network and it lives 
on! They could give Diana one whale of a 
problem if she develops a new weapon. 
Mary Ann Boring 
Rt. 3 Box 219 
Albany, OH 45710 
Philip joined our cast of characters in 
our last issue and will be around to 
torment Diana from now on. 


Dear Marv, 

How do you keep getting such pro- 
gressively good work out of V's excel- 
lent creative team of Bates, Infantino, 
and DeZuniga? 

I mean, as muchas! liked and enjoyed 
all of the action and events that trans- 
pired during the course of the first five 
issues of this title, they can’t hold a light 
to V #6—aither singly or collectively. 

| thought “Shatterday,” the volatile 
two-parter with Earl Meagan, was 
handled quite well and the surprise 
ending worked. Also, | loved the way 
Ham and Chris vented their rage on our 
scaly enemies. 

Elvis Orten 
Dawson Springs, KY 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 
V #11 swings us back home to Los 
Angeles as things take a somewhat 
somber note. Our heroes are drawn 
back by alien activity, but certain ghosts 
must be laid to rest. Meantime, word 


leaks out that a traitor lurks within the 
Resistance and Lydia is preparing a 
brand-new trap for Diana. All this and 
more coming your way—look for the 
entrancing Jerry Bingham cover, hinted 
at below. 

This month, CRISIS ON INFINITE 
EARTHS brings us the death of another 
hero. The war is taking its toll, but the 
heroes are all the more determined to 
save five worlds from the Anti-Monitor 

And WHO'S WHO brings us the low- 
down on the space-faring Green 
Lantern Corps, the Guardians of the 
Universe, all three Green Lanterns, and 
a host of others. 

Recommended titles for the month 
include OMEGA MEN, OMEGA MEN 
ANNUAL, GREEN LANTERN, STAR 
TREK, and the first issue of a maxi- 
series I'm editing entitled the OC CHAL- 
LENGE (a strange and offbeat book that 
must be seen to be believed). 

Until next time, keep writing, enjoy 
the end of summer, and as usual, keep 
smiling. Preta-na-ma. 


—Bob Greanberger 


The DC softball team, the Bullets, 
kicked off the 1985 season witha pizza 
party pep rally in the Production 
Department one afternoon in mid- 
May. It was the day of the first game of 
the season and team captain Bob 
Rozakis was looking forward to getting 
the team out there, Unfortunately, it 
rained and the game was cancelled. 

“This is incredible,” said Bob. “The 
major leagues play over 500 games 
this year without 4 rainout, but we get 
washed away the first day. This could 
be an omen that the water shortage in 
New York will be ended as long as! 
keep scheduling games.” 

But Bob's dismal forecast about the 
weather did not come true. A week 
later, the Bullets took the field against 
The Nation and, despite a valiant ten- 
run comeback in the last inning to tie 
the game, lost it 21-20. “Not exactly 
what you'd call a pitcher's duel,” 
mused Bob, one of the pitchers in 
question. “Still, it was good to see the 
team get a lot of hits and put togethera 
big inning when we were down 20- 
10.” 


* 


* 


The Bullets is a team made up from 
all parts of the DC staff with a few 
freelancers and “friends of the family” 
included in the mix. Not surprisingly, 
it is Bob's own Production Department 
that is best represented on the team: 
John Holiwski, Helen Ramirez, Helen 
Vesik, and Muffy Greenough were 
joined this year by fellow 
productioneers Lisa Saladino and 
Julia Schick. “It may look like Bob 
demands that we play softball, but that 
isn't the case,” said one production 
person who preferred to remain 
anonymous. “Mr. Nice Guy just 
happens to hire people who like to 
play. I think it was the first thing he 
asked me when | applied for a job.” 

The business end of the company is 
represented by Marketing Director 


ON SALE WEEK 


CHECK 
OF AUGUST 22 
List 


Bruce Bristow and Director of Foreign 
Rights Chantal d'Aulnis, plus Robin 
Phelps, Bonnie Miller, and Linda 
Robak. ("Don’t talk about the number 
of production people on the team,” 
points out Bob. “Didn’t anybody notice 
that half of Bruce’s department is on 
the team too?) And Walter Wang, 
owner of Comics Unlimited Ltd., one of 
DC's direct distributors, ranks as one 
of our favorite “friends of the family” 
when game time rolls around. 

The Editorial Department is 
represented by Len Wein and Barbara 
Randall, with freelancers Bob Smith, 
Karl Kesel, Phil Clarke, Shawn 
McManus, Ashley Tillman, and Tom 
Hill adding their skills on the field as 
well as contributing their writing and 
art talents to our books. 

Robyn McBryde, known to her 
teammates as "Shake McBake,” is the 
team’s co-captain. It was Robyn who 
organized the pep rally, as well as last 
year's Friday afternoon picnic game 
against DC’s sister company, 
Licensing Company of America. 
“Which we won,” Robyn hastens to 
point out. "LCA is itching fora rematch 
this year and we're ready for them.” 

“Softball at DC is lots of fun,” says 
Rozakis, “and a tradition that dates 
back to 1976, when the team played a 
single game against Marvel. Bob 
Smith and I are the only veterans of 
that year’s team. Len Wein played in 
that game too, but he played for them. 
DC won the game, by the way.” 

These days the team doesn't win too 
many games, but it doesn’t seem to 
matter to the players. “We're out there 
to have fun,” says Bob. “We've played 
against teams that seem to care only 
about having a winning record, doing 
everything from rearranging their 
batting order at convenient times to 
blatant cheating just to win. I don’t 
usually bother pointing out when I 
catch them doing it. If winning means 
that much to them, I feel sorry for them. 
Our guys are out there to have a good 
time and enjoy being together ... and 
we dol” 


O Tales of the Legion 329: A 
legionnaire dies at the hands of the 
Super-Villains! 

O Detective Comics 556: Batman vs. 
Catwoman, Nocturna, and Night- 
Slayer! Plus Green Arrow action! 

© World’s Finest 321: Chronos turns 
up to bury Superman and Batman! 

D All-Star Squadron 51: The Monster 
Society of Evil rears its head! 


Guest Meanwhile 


Several weeks ago, I felt impelled to 
join a conversation I'd overheard 
between two seemingly intelligent 
young ladies. It seemed that the one 
that was doing the moat talking 
absolutely forbade her children to 
read any comics; she said it was a 
waste of time. The other woman simply 
nodded her head in dumb assent. 
Unable to restrain myself any longer, I 
stepped between them and proceeded 
to enlighten them on the benefits of 
comic book reading. 

I told them of how, while other 
mothers were wondering why Johnny 
couldn't read, comics led metoan 11.4 
reading level in the sixth grade. I told 
them of how, while many of my peers 
were joining gangs and 
experimenting with drugs and 
alcohol, I was building science fair 
projects and assisting the school 
librarians. Thig! told them, was due to 
the interest in science and reading that 
comics instilled in me. I told them how 
comic books fired me with a love for 
drawing and painting, and how this 
helped me pass the entrance exam for 
the High School of Art and Design. I 
told them how the stories in these 
comics filled me with awe and wonder, 
and stirred my imagination to the point 
where | enrolled in several creative 
writing classes in high school and 
college. I told them of the many art 
awards I've won from schools, of the 
stories I've had published, of the 
artwork I've sold. I told them of how 
comics sparked my interest in fields 
like computer science, veterinary 
medicine, police science, history, and 
even cybernetics. 

Then, as I finally left them, I looked 
back over my shoulder and spoke to 
them in my most solemn and wise 
manner: “Everyone and everything in 
life needs nourishment. Young minds 
thrive, not only on textbooks and 
homework, but on stimuli and 
adventure. Comic books can be a 
springboard for a young mind. Short 
travels into these amazing and fun 
worlds of fantasy, in the long run, can 
help prepare [young people) for the 
real world in which they'll spend the 
rest of their lives.” 


Arnaldo Lopez Jr. 
128 Ryerson Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 


0 V™ 10: Donovan is stalked by a 
crazed Visitor assassin in war-torn 
New York! 

0 Omega Men Annual 2: The origin of 
the new Primus, plus the Spider Guild 
war explained! 

O Nathaniel Dusk Il 2: Dusk chases 
machine-gun toting killers through 
Times Square! 
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They're the most awesome heroes te a 

fighting the most despicable villains Re: | 

in @ universal struggle for power. 4 

And they're yours in this incredible 

collection of twelve action figures. range in size" 
Just squeeze ‘em. Each hasitsown sya man™ from 
power action. Superman punches. 3.9" to5.2” 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
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endless battle of the Super Powers ty : 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? j 


Figures y 


® 
The Joker® Woman® a Aquaman® 


You decide! 
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EN The Penguin® : ‘ “se 
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Superman Lantern™ 
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